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From September the Music Service has been working
with 16 schools to teach whole classes  of Key Stage 2
pupils a range of musical instruments. 

This exciting programme of activity has developed since
an announcement in 2000, by the then Secretary of State
for Education, that:

...‘over time, all pupils in primary schools who wish to will
have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument’ ...a
policy which became known as the ‘Wider Opportunities
Pledge’.  

Since this time there has been Government support to en-
able music services across the country to develop ways
of working that suit their region, and to ensure that this
pledge becomes reality.

In Doncaster last year, in a partnership between two
Primary Advanced Skills Teachers and two members of

the Music Service staff, we ran pilot programmes at six
primary schools. We now have ten of our own teachers,
two ASTs and three local musicians out in schools teach-
ing a whole range of musical instruments, from brass to
strings, and guitars to samba! Later in the year, more
schools will get their chance to be involved.

Whilst not all of these pupils will wish to continue with
their playing, we hope that many will choose to follow
their own musical path, with the same, or even with a dif-
ferent instrument.

You may already know of youngsters in your own family,
or of friends, who are participating in the scheme, and we
would be glad to hear your views on how they are
progressing.

With all this musical activity going on, it can only be a pos-
itive picture for the future of our own Music Centre groups.

A whole class of year 4 and 5 pupils from Hatfield Crookesbroom Primary school
busy in their third guitar lesson.

ARE YOU AN OUTSTANDING YOUNG MUSICIAN? ARE YOU IN N EED OF HELP WITH YOUR MUSIC COSTS?
Awards for Young Musicians is pleased to announce that applications are now invited for its 2008 Awards.  

The organisation supports young instrumentalists, making music in any genre, who can clearly show:
that they are really talented and committed, that they need financial help with their music expenses

Open to 5 to 18 year olds, Awards range from £200 to £2000.
For application forms or further information email awards@a-y-m.org.uk, visit

www.a-y-m.org.uk or call 0117 9049906  - Closing date for applications Friday 4 April 2008



This has been a great year for the Music Service and not
the least fascinating event of it took place on 14 June at
Priory Methodist Church in the shape of a Doncaster
Music Service Staff Concert. No fewer than forty took part
in this - administrative as well as teaching staff - and they
produced a wealth of varied music finely performed and
(this is perhaps the crucial point) with an obvious sense of
enjoyment.

The ensembles we heard were: a windband  of around 20
players, the highlight of whose programme was Leroy
Anderson’s “The Typewriter” with the Service’s clerical
staff appropriately playing the “solo”, albeit on laptops
rather than Remingtons; a flute group , heard in Teddy
Bears’ Picnic and Tico Tico; a “World Music ” group, ex-
ploring music from Africa, Greece and Mexico (the latter
with support from some of the audience, not the last time
the audience was involved during the evening); a record-
er trio  playing specially written complilations by Ray
Woodfield; a guitar group , in music from Vivaldi to
Lennon and McCartney; the brass group  whose highlight

was an attractive flugelhorn solo (from a Suite by Ludwig
Schulte); a string orchestra  (and friends to play the toys)
enjoying themselves in the Toy Symphony attributed to
Haydn; a percussion group ; and sundry jazz related
groups - Priory Place Rhythm & Blues Orchestra and
Band,  Hoppo’s Hot Eightsome! and last but not least,
the audience participating in a song which demonstrated
the work of the Music Makers  (pre-school music).

Two soloists were on view; Simon Corner  played Widor’s
Toccata and one of Noel Rawsthorne’s “fun” pieces on
the Priory organ and Valentina Davis  (piano) offered
Shchedrin’s updated take on the piano music of Albenez -
the only piece in the programme that had any suggestion
of being “difficult” for the listener but one of great interest. 

As with all the Anniversary concerts, there was a full
house to enjoy it all, and the quality of the performances
was a striking demonstration of how much the town’s mu-
sic has long owed - and still does - to the Music Service.

Philip Scowcroft

We were delighted to receive so many lovely comments, letters
and emails from members of the audience after this concert. 

You can see a nine minute video clip of highlights from the
concert at: www.doncastermusicservice.org.uk/75/
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At the start of 2008, Doncaster Music Service will be work-
ing alongside teachers and parents in a number of
Doncaster schools, to show them how the skills of speak-
ing and listening in young children can be developed
through music.

A team of our own specially trained instrumental teachers
will work alongside Early Years teachers in their
classrooms, helping them to gain confidence in singing,
playing musical games, and using instruments and pup-
pets, and enabling them to encourage their young pupils
to use their voices and develop their language skills.

At the end of the summer term, all the schools involved in
the project will get together to share their work and celeb-
rate their pupils’ successes.

This valuable work underpins the whole of a child’s devel-
opment during their school years, and we hope that we
will be able to start to bring this work to more of our
schools over the next few years.
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I continue to be impressed by the quality and standard of
the Music Centre performances that I have attended in
my two terms since starting with Doncaster Music
Service. 

Many parents have sought me out at recent concerts, to
ask me to pass on their thanks to all of the staff who do
such tremendous work with their youngsters. And to think
that all of this is free to young musicians in the Doncaster
area, unlike many of our surrounding Local Authorities.

One exciting legacy left by Mike Taylor during his time
with the Service, was the launch of the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme,
and I would like to bring this to the attention of any new
parents, or anyone who may now find themselves in a po-
sition to support us by donations through Gift Aid.

If you feel able to afford it, a monthly donation of £5, or
£10 for two or more children, will go to the William
Appleby Memorial Trust - a registered charity established
in 1976, which provides equipment, pays for musical
events and gives small cash bursaries to music students.
Its trustees administer the funds completely separately
from any council budget, and all donations, including the
tax rebate, go directly into this fund. 

If you would like us to send you a Gift Aid form and more
information on how you can be involved, please do let us
know. All our contact details are at the end of this edition
of ���	 .
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The ���	  letters are always available from our
website: 
www.doncastermusicservice.org.uk  by select-
ing the News link. The diary page of the website
will give you details of all events and important
dates (closures etc.) during the current term.
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A few pictures of recent events

The words of the song begin ...“It doesn’t matter if  it’s raining outside..”
Well...apparently it does, because Radio Sheffield’s one-off recreation of William Appleby’s long run-
ning broadcast to schools, “SINGING TOGETHER” , which took place during the first day of the tor-
rential rain that caused such severe problems around Doncaster last June, was beset by problems
when the weather conditions caused a ten second break in transmission and an early finish.
However, if the pupils of Woodlands Primary School where the broadcast came from were anything
to go by, it didn’t dampen the spirits of the 5000 or so pupils who joined in across Doncaster’s
schools on that miserable Monday morning.

In July, Vermuyden Concert Band were honoured to
share their concert with some outstanding visiting musi-
cians from Russia. They were over here to take  part in
Doncaster’s first International Festival of Youth Music.

One of our Saturday groups, the 9.30am Beginner
Strings, seen here while attending for their second
rehearsal, with Mrs Gange, Mrs Roberts and Mr
Skelton. 

Saturday guitar groups begin with Mr Belbin-Wood’s 9.30am
team, again seen here on their second visit.

Will these brand new recruits to the 9.00am Brass (left) with Mr
Gurnhill and 9.00am Woodwind (above) with Mr Moore be heard
in Vermuyden Concert Band or Doncaster Schools Symphonic
Band in a few years time? They all look happy to be here at the
moment anyway (even the teachers!).



Produced by DONCASTER MUSIC SERVICE - 01302 734810 - wamc@doncaster.gov.uk
William Appleby Music Centre, Danum Road, Doncaster  DN4 5HE

Originally from North East
Lincolnshire, Bob started
playing the piano at age
nine, and the cornet
through the peripatetic sys-
tem at age eleven.

Bob specialised in con-
ducting skills whilst study-
ing at Salford University
and he was one of the first
students in Europe to pass
the BA degree in Band-
Musicianship. After com-
pleting a PGCE course in

1991 at Bretton Hall
College he joined the
teaching staff at the per-
forming Arts Development
Service in Barnsley. The
following year Bob started
working for the Doncaster
Music Service.

During his time in
Doncaster he has organ-
ised weekend Brass band
courses, as conductor of
Vermuyden Concert Band
taken them to the National
Concert Band Festival, and
over the years has organ-
ised numerous trips taking
pupils to see top West-End
shows. He is currently a co-
director of Doncaster
Schools Senior Orchestra.

As a tuba player Bob has
performed with many of the
country’s finest brass
bands and has competed
in many prestigious

National competitions. He
has performed in major
concert venues, abroad in
countries such as Russia
and Hungary, and here in
this country.

Bob is in great demand as
a tutor and has taught on a
variety of weekend and
summer courses including,
for the past fifteen years,
the Wessex Youth Band
Course. He has also acted
as an advisor to the ex-
tremely popular Don Valley
Music Festival, introducing
new classes.

Bob can be heard on nu-
merous CDs, and has ap-
peared on television many
times, including a Royal
Variety Performance at the
Royal Albert Hall in 1996,
and performing live for the
World Cup Rugby Finals at
Wembley.

His interests include motor-
cycling, stock-car racing,
theatre, cinema, video
games, and he is a keen
supporter of the Sheffield
Steelers ice-hockey team.

HOLIDAYS,
CLOSURE AND
RESTARTING IN

JANUARY

Half term
The Music Centre will be

open on Saturday  27
October, and closed

from  Sunday 28
October to Sunday 4

November  inclusive.  It
will re-open on Monday

5 November .

Christmas Holiday
The Music Centre will

close on Friday 21
December  at 4.00pm
and will re-open on
Monday 7 January

2008. 

Evening ensembles
and lessons recom-

mence after Christmas
on Tuesday 8 Jan.  

There will be no even-
ing ensembles or even-

ing lessons from
Monday 14 Jan to

Friday 18 Jan inclusive.

WHO's WHO in the Music
Service   Featuring tuba specialist and
conductor  - BOB DICKINSON

On 17 June the Music Centre hosted a
double bass workshop led by the
performer/publisher David Heyes  which
brought together some twenty players of
varying experience. All were heard in the

closing informal concert which included solos as well as ensemble items.
Junior and more senior ensembles tackled up-tempo compositions by
Tony Osborne and arrangements (including an attractive one of
Kumbayah) by Mr. Heyes himself.

The seniors were
heard in James
Belbin-Wood’s Bad
Man Boogie spe-
cially composed for
the occasion.

This was an interest-
ing and stimulating
experience for play-
ers who are so often
less prominent in the
musical landscape.
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The Music Service is able to offer par-
ents or guardians the opportunity to pur-
chase new musical instruments at a dis-
counted price and without the addition
of VAT. If you are interested in the
scheme please ask your son/daughter
to contact his/her Peripatetic Music
Teacher or collect a form from the
Music Centre reception or visit:
www.doncastermusicservice.org.
uk/faq

The Music Centre has a shop for the
sale of a wide range of accessories. We
are able to sell at an educational dis-
count. The shop is open from 9.00am -
1.00pm on Saturdays in our Reception
upstairs.
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Please would the performers arrive at least 15 minu tes before the start of the concert.

Concert clothes: dark coloured trousers/skirts and white shirts/blouses should be worn, except where
directed otherwise.
Admission to concerts is free, with a retiring collection for Music Centre funds unless otherwise indicated.

Wednesday 14 November
Concert by Music Centre Pupils
Doncaster Museum and Art Gallery,
Chequer Road at 1.00pm
(There is a small charge for this concert, pay-
able on the door.)

Tuesday 11 December
Electric Guitar Groups. 
Concert at WAMC in the Hall at 7.00pm

Wednesday 12 December
Classical Guitar Groups. 
Concert at WAMC in the Hall at 7.00pm.

Thursday 13 December
Recorder Groups and the Senior Brass Group.
Concert at WAMC in the Hall at 7.00pm.

Friday 14 December
Beechfield Youth Orchestra, and the William
Appleby Chamber Orchestra.
Concert at WAMC in the Hall at 7.00pm.

Saturday 15 December
Orchestra Concerts at WAMC in the Hall as
follows:-

9.30 Elementary Strings at 9.30am.

10.30 Transitional Strings at 10.30am.

11.30 Progressive Strings at 11.30am. 

11.45 Training Strings at 12.30pm.

Saturday 15 December
Classical Guitar Groups. Three short Concerts
at the Music Centre in Room 8.

9.30am Group at 9.45am

10.30am Group at 10.30am. 

11.30am Group at 11.30am.

Saturday 15 December
Band and Orchestra Concerts at Hall Cross
Lower School as follows:-

10.00 Band Concert at 10.00am.

11.00 Band Concert at 11.00am.

12.00 Band Concert at 12.00pm.

1.00 Band Concert at 1.00pm.

Vermuyden Concert Band at 2.15pm.

Saturday Afternoon Orchestra at 3.30pm.

Doncaster Schools Senior Orchestra at 4.30pm.

Tuesday 18 December
Doncaster Schools Symphonic Band in the
Music Centre Hall at 6.00pm.
This concert will include the William Appleby
Trust Awards ceremony.
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Directions to Hall Cross Lower School ,  St. Michael’s Road, Bessacarr, DN4 5LU.

From the south (Cantley and Bessacarr). After Cantley traffic lights take the first left turn into St. Augustine’s
Road. At the end of the road turn left. The school is on the right.

From the Race Course roundabout, proceed along Bawtry Road to Cantley traffic lights and U turn. Take the
first left turn into St. Augustine’s Road. At the end of the road turn left. The school is on the right.

Last rehearsals / rehearsal changes this term, and re-opening arrangements for
next term.

For groups playing in concerts, there will be no more rehearsals this term after the concert has taken place.
The last rehearsal date for the Beginner Wind and B rass groups is Saturday 8 December , as these
groups are not  playing in a concert this term.

Evening ensembles and lessons recommence after Christmas on Tuesday 8 Jan. 

Unusual closure next term.  

There will be no evening ensembles or evening lessons from Monday 14 January to Friday 18 January in-
clusive because of closure to allow for essential electrical work.

Doncaster Music Service,William Appleby Music Centr e
Danum Road, Doncaster DN4 5HE
01302 734810  - wamc@doncaster.gov.uk

In order to maintain the high standards of all our en-
sembles, it is vitally important that all ensemble mem-
bers attend rehearsals regularly, and are available to
play in the concert each term. Full attendance is ex-
pected of all players in Senior Ensembles. If you

know your child will not be able to attend a rehearsal or concert for any reason, please let the conductor of
the ensemble know in advance by telephoning the Music Centre office. A message can be left outside office
hours. If a pupil has three consecutive unexplained absences from rehearsals we will send a letter home just
to make sure you know of our concern.  If you receive one of these, please help us to monitor attendance by
returning the letter and letting us know when or if your child will be returning. 
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In the interest of the safety of Music Centre pupils, please
would parents ensure that they park only in the designated
parking spaces and take the utmost care when driving
away, especially at busy times such as Saturday mornings.
Parents who are only dropping off their children may find it
more convenient to do this at the front of the building.
Please do not drop off or pick up your children around the
rear door area, or outside the Hall.


�������2���*
If your child has lost anything, please call at the Music
Centre office. We will donate any unclaimed items to charity
shops during the week before the Christmas holiday.


